
Newsletter of the Ong family serving in Malawi Africa

Issue 35 
February/March

2016

A NEW TERM
“Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.
See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not 
perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and 
streams in the wasteland.” - Isaiah 43:18-19
As we commence a new term, God’s words in Isaiah comes to 
mind. These were words of hope for God’s people facing exile. 
He is going to save them but not in the way that he did in the 
past. He is doing something new! God’s salvation through the 
death and resurrection of Jesus was surprising in many ways. 
Many did not perceive it. The God we serve is not predictable 
nor someone we can tame, or fit neatly into our finite human 
categories. Pray that we may have eyes to see the ‘new things’ 
that God is doing in Malawi and to partner with Him in bringing 
about the New Creation here.
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*AEC - Africa Evangelical Church, SIM Malawi’s partner church with whom we work.

Good to be home
Following our departure from Sydney on 11th Feb, we 
arrived in Singapore for a much needed family break before 
continuing our journey back to Malawi. We enjoyed our little 
holiday but unfortunately started taking turns being ill two 
days before leaving Singapore and spent our 23hr stopover 
in Hong Kong recovering in a hotel before flying off again. 
Lucas spiked a fever of 40.3C on our last flight from Johan-
nesburg to Blantyre but thank God that it was only a 2 hour 
flight and we soon landed safely in Blantyre. Upon arriving 
back at our house, we spent the next few days sleeping and 
recovering and sleeping some more. We are now mostly 
recovered and in the process of unpacking things that we 
packed away, wiping dust and gecko poo off everything, 
and finding places for the new things we brought back. It is 
good to be back in our own house again and reconnect with 
both missionary and local friends. 

Sharing at our home church Dural Baptist

Waiting to board our midnight flight to Johannesburg

Our home in Malawi



Give thanks for our safe arrival back in Malawi.

Praise God that we are almost fully recovered from all 

five of us being sick over the past few weeks.

Give thanks for Dickson and his family who did a great 

job looking after our place while we were away.

Praise God that the Onglets were warmly welcomed 

back at school.

Pray for us as we set up house again.

Pray for the Onglets as they catch up on missed 

school work.

Pray for our plans for ministry for this term.

Pray for full physical recovery and that we stay healthy.

... pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done. 
Phil 4:6 NLT
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Ministry dreams
Now that we are back, we are beginning to prayer-
fully plan what ministry will look like for us this term. 
Pete will continue to work alongside Abusa Bridge in 
encouraging the youth of the AEC. There are a few 
new initiatives this year including the national youth 
camp and national neXGen leadership conferences, 
bringing together AEC youth from all over Malawi. Jo 
will continue with the Tiyamike Sewing ministry and 
begin by running refresher courses for the old class 
before starting a new class in September. 
We hope to continue our involvement in Kids Bible 
Club but more from a ‘advisory’ position. Our 
gardener Dickson now heads up KBC and is doing an 
amazing job leading it and training the leaders.

MARCH
12 Teaghan’s 9th birthday party
23 Pete’s birthday
25 Lucas’ 7th birthday
28-31 Pete away at neXGen national conference

Congratulations Pete!
Congratulations to Pete who completed his Masters of Arts (Christian Studies) degree while we 
were in Australia. His hardwork culminated in a project titled: ‘Youth Culture in Malawi: Implications 
for Christian Discipleship’ on which he has been working hard for the past 4 years after many hours 
of on-field interviews and research. Sadly he will miss his graduation in March but we will be 
celebrating here in Malawi. Well done, Pete!

Church roof
A big thank you to those of you who generously 
gave to our Jesus Jar to help rebuilt our church 
roof. Here is a pic of the new roof! Praise God! 
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We have placed an order for 10 sewing machines for the new 



Back to School
The Onglets went back to school a few days after our 
return and were welcomed back warmly by both 
friends and teachers. Teaghan is now in Year 4, Lucas in 
Year 2, and Caya in Reception. Everyone has settled in 
very well and is enjoying getting stuck into school life 
again.

Onglets book
Jo and Teaghan has been working hard and are happy 
to announce that the Onglets’ new book ‘Hearts 
Planted in Africa’ is out! A sequel to an earlier book 
‘Making Africa Home’, this new book takes you 
through the adventures of the Onglets in Malawi. All 
profits from the sale of the books go to supporting 
local children who need help with schooling. Books 
can be purchased online (with shipping to most coun-
tries) from http://www.blurb.com/user/store/jong78

Baby bunnies!
Sadly, we came back from our time away to find that 
our dogs had killed three of our rabbits while we 
were gone, so we decided to get some new bun-
nies. Teaghan was surprised with two new bunnies 
on her birthday, only to find out soon after that one 
of our other rabbits had given birth to five brand 
new babies in the morning. So that is a total of 
seven new bunnies on Teaghan’s 9th birthday!

WHAT HAVE THE ONGLETS BEEN UP TO?
Happy Birthday, Teaghan!
We celebrated Teaghan’s 9th birthday a few days after 
we arrived back in Malawi, thank God that we were 
able to source all ingredients needed for her 
requested birthday meal (feta, spinach, leek, and 
cherry tomato quiche) in such a short time!
We went to T’s favourite place for lunch, and in the 
afternoon Teaghan wanted to share a birthday cake  
with Frances and Elijah (two of our gardener’s kids), 
who also had birthdays in February. We praise God for 
our beautiful firstborn who is growing up to be a 
young lady with a heart for the people of Malawi.


